
 

 
 

Kiyo-Kito Taiko 
 
Kiyo-Kito Taiko was the first (and for very long the only) taiko group in Hungary 

(and, as we know, in the whole Central Eastern Europian region, too), officially founded in 
2000, March 21st (the equinoctial day; although being „unofficially” a bit before). Since then, 
we celebrate this day with a self-organized great concert in every year (the Spring Drum 
Celebration in Budapest). Our first album Caleidoscope, published in 2006, is a live set of a 
promotional CD and DVD, also made by ourselves, of course. (There had been some such 
promotions before, too, in 2002 and in 2003, but we didn’t consider them good enough to 
release and spread.) Originally, the group was founded by Tamas Paulinyi (a Hungarian 
writer, poet, journalist and scientific parapsychological researcher), but since then, a series of 
serious musicians and other creative artists have taken a part in and/or left their initials on it. 
For example Bela Farago (composer), Pal Bodnar (taiko drummer), Julia Laszlo (designer), 
Tamas Varga (jazz drummer) etc. At present, the leadership is in the hands of David Laar 
(who is a studied jazz drummer) and Keijiro Takaku (a well-educated musician and universal 
talent – for example playing Hungarian folk songs on hurdy-gurdy). The latter is the only 
Japanese member; everyone else are Hungarian. The whole project is made by ourselves, 
including to make and prepare all the instruments and sound records, or managing our shows 
for us. 

 



More info: 
 
http://taiko.hu/ 
http://szintezis.info.hu/index.html?page=M0303 
http://youtube.com/sidhartya 
http://myspace.com/kiyokito 
http://soundcloud.com/kiyokito 
http://facebook.com/kiyokito 
 
http://istennyila.hu/kiyokito 
 
In 2010, the group consisted of the following eight (or ten, in real) persons (in 

alphabetical order of the family names): Beatrix Czicze, Katalin Benke Furjes, Vera Kuttner, 
David Laar, Robert Olessak, Keijiro Takaku, Zsuzsanna Urr, Gabor Vastag (and also Tamas 
Paulinyi, Zsoka Szucs – in reserve). The 10th jubilee Spring Drum Celebration of 2010, or in 
another name, the Big Bang concert, was the dignified closing of the first decade in the life of 
the band (and the event, too, which also includes other circles, see there). From now on, a 
new episode begins; a small changing of the name signs that: the omission of the hyphen; thus 
the new name is Kiyo Kito Taiko. Another milestone is the release of the new album called 
StimmTt! on CD, and probably some further changes, too. For example, a new website (as 
soon as possible), a new look, a new repertoire… Some changing of the membership. If you 
are curious to know or see some more of us, please visit the official homepage. 
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Synthesis Shaman Drum Circle 
 
Szintézis Sámándobkör: the meaning of the name is „Synthesis Shaman Drum Circle”. 

Tamas Paulinyi, founder and leader of the Synthesis Free University in Budapest, started their 
shaman drum circle together with the school and its evoking public society in 1997. As a 
journalist, writer, poet and scientific parapsychological researcher, of course, he was already 
interested in the international culture complex and local phenomena of neoshamanism in the 
preceding years, and since several initiatives of this kind had appeared on the scene as 
pioneers of the genre not much earlier, he neither wanted to stay out of the progress of 
events… So thus the Synthesis Shaman Drum Circle was relatively quickly born among the 
first comers of the (typically home-made, do-it-yourself-like) drum-circle movement that had 
been started before by Istvan Somogyi and Zoltan Solyomfi-Nagy during the ’90s in a 
building-from-below way in Hungary, trying to revive our ancient shamanistic traditions 
again, too. These circles usually are open clubs or loosely-organized friendly societies who 
come together with the intention of collectively experiencing their possibilities: they 
themselves make their instruments (which are as simple as possible), following the basic 
types and examples of the Siberian or Native American (or even the old-world Hungarian) 
drums for this, like other folk instruments, too. Cultivating our inner connection to Earth and 
Nature through this all, and meaning to reawaken the common wisdom behind the traditions 
in us – to see an elementary communal experience. This drum group of the Synthesis Society 
accompanies the school from the beginning as a sort of open club where anyone can take a 
part in the common improvisation or the singing of the songs. In the course of the years, a 
little regular membership has also formed, acting like a band – entering on stage. Our 
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repertoire mainly consists of our own compositions (but there are some traditional themes and 
songs from other similar groups among them, too). 

 
Members (regular): 
 
Tamas Paulinyi, Katalin Benke Furjes, Tilda Takacs, Zsoka Szucs, Robert Olessak 
 
More info: 
 
http://szintezis.info.hu/index.html?page=M0301 
http://youtube.com/sidhartya 
http://myspace.com/szintezis 
http://soundcloud.com/szintezis 
 
http://istennyila.hu/szintezis 
 
After all, we could label the whole thing as musical performace. However, it is – at 

least, in any case – inexact. It is not definitely, and also not always „musical”, since we can 
rather only speak of singing and rhythm accompaniment; and it is not mainly meant a 
„performance” (that is for a passive, receptive audience), but rather is an open, common 
celebration or a feast, in which all those present take an active part. That is also such an 
initiative, intended to show an example. 
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Stonehenge 
 
Stonehenge Ancient Rhythm Formation, a music formation occasionally reborn from 

time to time, whose „hard core” of  a few members is always completed with various different 
guest artists and soloists, permanently accompanies the drum celebrations along since March 
2005 organized by „Szintezis” (means Synthesis) Society in Hungary. The base of their 
musically exotic sound (usually acoustic, ancient, folkish, tribal – maybe you can say 
„neofolk” as style) is given by the consonance of various percussion instruments and 
didgeridoo, that is also coloured in each concert, on each track by several different other 
instruments. This is one of those creative circles have been beginning to blossom out of the 
productive breeding ground collected by the above-mentioned public society for years. Until 
now, the group has exclusively assembled together only for a few special concerts, and the 
most of all movements are some improvisation born alive on stage, mirroring back the actual 
influence of scene and time; starting from a simple common theme, then attaining full growth 
spontaneously and irreproducibly. Unification, and entitling, editing them into a coherent 
album – all of this was subsequently done. Stonehenge played live first at 20th March 2005, 
in the equinoctial day Spring Drum Celebration, Budapest (also 10th September, PeCsa). The 
very first official publishing of their music was, in 2006, the only one but extra long (more 
than 24 minutes) video track Autumn Feast on Kiyo-Kito Taiko’s promotional Caleidoscope 
DVD (as it was played in the same concert in 2006 autumn). Next year, in 2007, the first own 
Stonehenge CD was done: Ice Just Cracked – a nine track live collection of their best. 
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Members (common): 
 
didgeridoo (from Turunga and Gudanjabro): Jozsef Szendrey, Janos Kerekes, Balazs 

Martin, Gabor Zsarnai, Sandor Homolai 
taiko (from Kiyo-Kito Taiko): Keijiro Takaku, David Laar, Julia Laszlo, Gabor Vastag 
shaman drum, jinglers, teak-wood etc. (from Synthesis Shaman Drum Circle): Robert 

Olessak, Bea Kecskemeti, Tamas Paulinyi, Katalin Furjes 
 
Members (solo): 
 
Alexander Horsch – fuyara, kaval, jew’s-harp, lute, throat, vocal etc. 
Andras Laar – fairy flute, jinglers, vocal, guitar etc. 
Keijiro Takaku – effects, tubes, brass gong, chimes etc. 
Gabor Clemente – custom percussions and effects 
Tibor Jersabek – other drums 
Janos Kiss – kaval, jew’s-harp 
Zsuzsa Brezovai – cello 
Bela Szerenyi – hurdy-gurdy 
David Laar – jazz drums 
 
More info: 
 
http://youtube.com/sidhartya 
http://myspace.com/stonothu 
http://soundcloud.com/stonehenge 
 
http://istennyila.hu/stonehenge 
 
In 2010, in the 10th jubilee Spring Drum Celebration also called as the Big Bang 

concert, there was a new Stonehenge performace again, in the mark of recalling the more 
meaningful creative endeavours of the last decade. Besides this, there wasn’t any appearance 
in the last few years; however, considering that this group was never „officially” founded, so 
thus it cannot either cease, but every time is born again, with new, different membership, you 
may never know what the future brings… 

 
Sound recording, editing: 
 
Robert Olessak 
 
(Caleidoscope DVD – video edit – Sandor Karacsony) 
(StimmTt! CD – author – David Laar) 
 
http://istennyila.hu/ 
http://szintezis.info.hu/ 
http://taiko.hu/ 
 
mailto:istennyila@istennyila.hu 
mailto:szintezis@szintezis.info.hu 
mailto:kiyokito@taiko.hu 
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